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keep their heads and behave sensibly, appearances should
be neglected to the point of comicality; and I cannot help
thinking that her Majesty's outlook is far too narrow and
uncompromising. But it is easy enough to see how this
state of affairs arose. Her Majesty's mind was, at the time
when she first came to Court, so entirely innocent and her
own conduct so completely impeccable that, quite apart
from the extreme reserve which is natural to her, she could
never herself conceivably have occasion to make even the
most trifling confession. Consequently, whenever she
heard one of us admit to some slight shortcoming, whether
of conduct or character, she henceforward regarded this
person as a monster of iniquity.

' True, at that period certain incidents occurred which
proved that some of her attendants were, to say the least of
it, not very well suited to occupy so responsible a position.
But she would never have discovered this had not the
offenders been incautious enough actually to boast in her
hearing about their trivial irregularities. Being young and
inexperienced she had no notion that such things were of
everyday occurrence, brooded incessantly upon the wicked-
ness of those about her, and finally consorted only with
persons so staid that they could be relied upon not to
cause her a moment's anxiety.

'Thus she has gathered round her a number of very
worthy young ladies. They have the merit of sharing all
her opinions, but seem in some curious way like children
who have never grown up.

' As the years go by her Majesty is beginning to acquire
more experience of life, and no longer judges others by the
same rigid standards as before; but meanwhile her Court
has gained a reputation for extreme dullness, and is shunned
by all who can manage to avoid it.

* Her Majesty does indeed still constantly warn us that
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